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Effectivity of co-operative and individual/expert mentoring in didactic contexts 
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From the point of view of constructivist learning theories, mentoring has to be seen as an effective 
teaching method because it is based on the individual’s difficulties and tries to solve exactly these 
difficulties. But on the other hand, individual mentoring is hard to realize in everyday teaching 
situations because it is very time consuming for the lecturer. Therefore the question emerges of 
whether co-operative mentoring may be as effective as individual/expert mentoring. From a 
theoretical point of view, it is believed that the advantages of co-operative mentoring settings may 
balance their disadvantages. The study presented in this paper, which was realized in a university 
course over one semester with 51 participants, gives first evidence that mentoring indeed supports 
learning and that the two forms do not differ in regard to their effectiveness. 
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The purpose of this paper is to explore the possible relationship of subject areas to teachers’ 
adoption of laptops in learning and teaching, in a large-scale 1-to-1 laptop initiative. Research in this 
area has confirmed that support, professional development, teacher confidence and beliefs are 
significant variables relating to technology integration. The following discussion argues that 
technology integration models should also consider subject-area factors, independent of teachers’ 
beliefs. The inclusion of subject-area considerations would include teaching and cultural conventions, 
such as forms of content knowledge and disciplinary traditions. This discussion presents a descriptive 
analysis of four subject areas, and their relationship to teachers’ technology integration. Findings 
suggest that ‘subject area’ could be included as a factor in a revised integration model. Implications 
for professional development in large technology-related initiatives and future research will be 
discussed. 
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